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< THE SECRETS OF A LEGEND >

Dos libros biograficos rescatan la historia del capitdan de la seleccion y revelan
sabrosos aspectos desconocidos de su vida privada y deportiva. / Two biographies
that tell the story of the captain of the Argentine soccer team and reveal interesting
details of his private and professional life.

Texto / TExT: Damian Cotarelo

pocos meses del inicio del
Mundial de futbol Brasil 2014, la
fiebre por Lionel Messi -como
era de esperar- se multiplica.
Todo lo que representa a este verdadero
crack mundial —como sus camisetas,
botines, entre otras cosas que posean su
rostroy su figura- se venderan como pan
caliente al compds de los récords que sigue
obteniendo con el Barcelona de Espafia. En
esta verdadera “Messiman{a” hay que
contar algunos lanzamientos en el mundo
editorial, que describen la historia del
brillante capitan argentino. Uno de ellos se
titula “Nirey ni D1os” (Sudamericana), y fue
escrito en conjunto por el argentino
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Sebastian Festy el francés Alexandre
Juillard. El libro ofrece una biografia muy
completay reveladora del mejor jugador
del mundo del momento con aspectos
desconocidos e intimidades inesperadas
del crack que —con tan solo 26 afios- se
alzé con cuatro Balones de Oro en forma
consecutivay que se convirtié en el
maximo goleador de la historia del
Barcelona. Para contar quién es esa
persona —que siempre se nos presenta
humilde, callada y alejada de las polémi-
cas- los autores viajaron desde Qatar
hasta Brasil, pasando por Sudafrica,
Alemania, China, Suiza, el Reino Unido,
Espafay, obviamente, la Argentina. All{ fue

donde hablaron con su familia, compafieros
de equipo, ex representantes, médicosy
responsables de su preparacioén fisicay su
nutricién. Se cuenta, por caso, que el
respetado endocrindlogo Diego Schwarzs-
tein fue el primero enrevisar, en1997, a
Messi por sus problemas de crecimiento.
“Era una’‘cosita’ de nada, t{imida y entrana-
ble. Con nueve afios medi(a 1,25 metros, de
modo que estaba muy por debajo de las
curvas de crecimiento’, recuerda el
profesional que al cabo de una serie de
pruebas le diagnosticd un déficit parcial
que afecta a uno de veinte mil nifos”.
Ademds el material repasa las cuestiones
futbolisticas que llevaron a convertirlo en



el mejor jugador del mundo (duelos con el
Real Madrid incluidos), desmiente algunos
mitos sobre su "historia oficial’ analiza el
particular manejo de su fortuna e imageny
relata la forma en que se gand la capitania
de la seleccion.

En tanto “Messi, por amor a la camiseta”
(Ediciones Continente), de Juan Carlos
Pasman, lleva la impronta de su polémico
autor. No olvida los primeros pasos de la
futura estrella mundial en su Rosario natal
ni el fendmeno desatado luego, pero su
verdadero eje central radica en las cosas
que Messi debid soportar: ser tildado de
pecho frio, amargo, espafiol, y hasta de
antipatria por no cantar el Himno Nacional
argentino. El alto costo que debié pagar por
nunca haber jugado profesionalmente en un
equipo nacional y su eterna comparacién
con Diego Armando Maradona. El texto
analiza sus relaciones personales y
profesionales con el propio ex director
técnico de la seleccidn nacional y figuras de
la talla de Pep Guardiola, Cristiano Ronaldo,
Juan Roman Riquelme, Maradonay Carlos
Tévez. Por ultimo, abundan algunos
“pormenores de vestuario” como el ocurrido
durante dos primeros partidos de la era de
Alejandro Sabella al frente de la seleccién
nacional. El ciclo hab{a comenzado muy bien
—tras los triunfos por1a o0 aVenzuelaen la
ciudad de Calcuta (India) y 3a1a Nigeria en
Bangladesh- cuando en el camarin del
ultimo partido de la gira el capitan entré en
accion, tomd la palabray empezé a mandar:
“Muchachos yo sufro el calor como ustedes,
hice el viaje y me vacuné como ustedes.
Esta plata es pararepartir entre todos’ y
dividid los 200 mil ddlares extra que la
empresa World Eleven

le hab{a pagado por esos amistosos. Todo un
gesto que, ademds, no fue el Unico protago-
nizado por Lio.

En la vida de Messi solo parece quedar una
cuenta futbolistica pendiente: ser campedn
del mundo con la camiseta argentina. Brasil
aparece en su horizonte y, pese ano ser una
tarea facil, se espera pueda alzar la ansiada
Copay terminar la larga sequ(a. Leyendo y
conociendo su historia la espera, tal vez, sea
mas corta.

> With the 2014 Brazil World Cup just
months away, Lionel Messi fever - as
expected - is growing. Everything that
represents him - his soccer shirts, his boots,
and just about anything with his face or
name on - is expected to sell like hotcakes
thanks to his amazing performance at
Barcelona. This "Messimania" also includes
some new releases in the world of publish-
ing which tell the story of the amazing
Argentine captain. One is entitled Nirey ni
D10s (Sudamericana) and was written by
Sebastidn Fest (Argentina) and Alexandre
Juillard (France). The book provides a
comprehensive and revealing biography of
the best player of the moment and features
previously unknown details of the life of the
player who, at just 26, has won four
consecutive Ballon d'Or awards and has
become the top scorer of the history of
Barcelona. To find out more about the
player - who always comes across as
humble, quiet, and reserved, - the authors
traveled from Qatar to Brazil, to South
Africa, Germany, China, Switzerland, the
UK, Spain, and, obviously, to Argentina.
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They interviewed his family, teammates,
former agents, doctors, and those responsi-
ble for his fitness and nutrition. They
interviewed, for instance, the renowned
endocrinologist Diego Schwarzstein, who, in
1997, was the first to treat Messi for his
growth problems. "He was just a little thing,
shy and endearing. At 9 he was just 4'1" tall,
well below normal height for his age,"”
Schwarzstein. "After a series of tests he
was diagnosed with a growth hormone
deficiency that affects one in 20,000
children." The book also looks at the soccer
skills that have made him the best player in
the world. It dispels myths about his
"official story," looks at how he manages
his fortune and image, and tells how he
became the captain of the Argentine team.

Meanwhile, Messi, por amor a la camiseta
(Ediciones Continente), by Juan Carlos
Pasman, bears the imprint of its controver-
sial author. The book covers his first steps
in his native Rosario towards becoming a
global star and the phenomenon that was
later unleashed. But the book really focuses
on the hardships that Messi has endured:
being labeled by Argentines as coldhearted,
bitter, Spanish, and even unpatriotic for not
singing the Argentine national anthem. The
high price he has paid for never having
played professionally in a national
Argentine team, and how he is constantly
compared to Diego Armando Maradona.
This book looks at his personal and
professional relationships with figures such
as Pep Guardiola, Cristiano Ronaldo, Juan
Romdn Riquelme, Maradona, and Carlos
Tévez. It also reveals some secrets from
behind the scenes, such as what happened
in 2001 following the first two games with
Alejandro Sabella leading the Argentine
team. Things got off to a great start and,
following wins of 1-0 against Venezuela in
Calcutta (India) and 3-1 against Nigeria in
Bangladesh, in the dressing room, just
before the last game, the captain spoke to
the other players: "Guys, | suffer with heat
like the rest of you, | got vaccinated and
travelled here like the rest of you. So | am
going to divide the money among all of us,"
and he shared the USs 200,000 bonus that
World Eleven had paid him for the friendly
matches with the rest of the team. Just one
of Lio's amazing gestures.

It seems that there is just something
missing in the life of Messi: leading
Argentina to win the World Cup. Brazil is
just on the horizon and, although not an
easy task, it is hoped that he will lead
Argentina to the much coveted Cup and out
of their long dry spell. And while you were
reading this, the wait just got shorter.



